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Message from the Superintendent 

5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ Ǉǳǘǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƻǇ ƭŀǇǘƻǇ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ  
in the hands of our 5th-12th grade students 
 

                                                   By Dr. Larry D. Vick 
Superintendent of the Owensboro Public Schools 

 

Owensboro Public Schools strive to ensure that every student has the 
opportunity to reach his or her full potential and be successful in a global society and 
that means providing the tools to put the world at their fingertips.   

In the fall of 2011, OPS 5th through 12th grade students became the first in 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ aŀŎ.ƻƻƪ !ƛǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ aŀŎ h{ · [ƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  
The proficient use of a computer is no longer an optional skill.  It is rapidly becoming essential for 
satisfactory educational progress.   

Putting a laptop into the hands of our students beginning in 5th grade when they have 
sufficiently mastered reading and math skills, means that usage of modern technology will be integrated 
into their thinking.  When our students graduate from high school they will be responsible digital citizens 
and proficient computer users.  Academic success for every student is our goal.  The laptops have become 
a tool of the trade.   

The district serves a diverse student population and works diligently to meet the needs of every 
child whether academically advanced or academically challenged.  We are committed to continuing to align 
ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳŎŎessful 
as they graduate from Owensboro Public Schools. 

As a way to monitor achievement, student growth in areas of math, reading, and language usage is 
measured through the Measures of Academic Progress testing system.  A key to meaningful instruction is 
tailoring individual instruction to this data and our schools are doing just that.  Our elementary schools (K-4) 
are among the highest performing on state assessments.   

To ensure continued success as students enter intermediate grades, all 5th -8th graders attend 
Owensboro Middle School.  Although 5th and 6th graders and 7th and 8th graders are housed in separate 
buildings, counselors and teachers work together to align curriculum and to smooth transition for students 
through those grades.  Middle school students have the opportunity to participate in instrumental and choral 
music, drama, team athletics, academic competitions, and other clubs and organizations.   

Owensboro High School has a long tradition of 
excellence ranging from academics and the arts to athletics.  
The high school offers approximately 20 Advanced Placement 
courses each year.  Well known for its excellence in the arts, 
OHS provides the fine arts component of the Community 
Campus partnership among area high schools.  In addition to 
band, orchestra, visual arts, chorus, drama and dance, a 
unique technical theatre/technical arts course provides 
students training and experience in set design, set 
construction and dressing, costume design, lighting design, 
sound design, and publicity.   
  Routinely, Owensboro Public Schools produce 
National Merit Finalists, GovŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΣ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 
Academic All-Stars, state MathCounts winners, Duke TIP 
program participants, state music competition winners, 
academic team standouts, and outstanding athletes, just to 
mention a few areas of excellence.   

About the Superintendent 
Dr. Larry Vick, Superintendent of the 
Owensboro Board of Education, has guided 
the district since July 2001.  Under his 
leadership, Owensboro Public Schools have 
made significant academic assessment gains 
as well as having undergone a realignment 
of financial and administrative resources to 
better serve OPS students.  Dr. Vick was 
�v���u�������^�<���v�š�µ���l�Ç���^�µ�‰���Œ�]�v�š���v�����v�š���}�(���š�Z����
�z�����Œ�_���]�v���î�ì�ì�ô�����Ç���Z�]�•���‰�����Œ�•���]�v���š�Z�����<���v�š�µ���l�Ç��
Association of School Administrators. For his 
support of the arts, he received the Kentucky 
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of the Year Award for 2010.  He received the 
Kentucky Music Educators Association 
Outstanding Administrator Award in 2011. 
 


