A History of theOwensboro Public Schools

District School &ldings

Name of School Location Opened/Closed
Upper Ward School (First Ward) Third and Lewis Streets 1871 1886
Lower Ward School (Second Ward) 620 Walnut Street 1871 193

(RenamedWalnut Street School in 1893 and renamedwWoodrow Wilson School in 1926.
Used as OPS Centrélfficefrom 1958-1973)

Lower Ward Colored School (Eastern Colored School) 300 block on Poplar Acquirek884
Upper Ward Colored School 8t and Jacksor8treets 1885
Third Street School Third and Lewis Streets 1886

(Replaced Upper Ward SchoolRenamedseorge Washington School in 1926. Burned.)

Western High School (First Building) 820 W. 3rd 1892
Western Schoolgrades 112 Second building 1951-1969; Second Western High School

closed in 1962 asa high school but continued as Western School untib69. Became

Goodloe Elementary School named for Retired Principal H. E. Goodloe and closed in 1981.

Owensboro High School (First location) On Walnut Street 1872

Owensboro High School (Second location) 9t and Frederica Streets 1892
(renamed Owensboro Junior High , thenCentral Junior High in 1924)

Seventh Street School 7t and Center Streets 1895
(RenamedBenjamin Franklin School in 1926, Mattingly School and Opportunity Center
in 1972, thenChoice High, closed in 1999.)

West Main Street School 1350 W. Main(Orchard andMain Streets) 1901
(Becamethe first Robert E. Lee School nextLee Annex and Jefferson Junior High School)

Emerson (Grand Avenue) Elementary School 1335 W. EleventhStreet 1908
(RenamedRalph Waldo Emerson School in 1921, part of District Office since 1973)

Seven Hills School (First location) 1915 Prince Avenue 1917

(RenamedAbraham Lincoln School ET pwgth AOO OAI AET AA O3 AOAIT

Owensboro High School (Third location) 1800 FredericaStreet 1924

Paul Dunbar School 721 Jackson Street 1923
(replaced Upper Ward Colored School)

South Frederica Street School 15t and FredericaSreets Purchased1915
(Longfellow Elementary School (First), thenTechnical School)

Longfellow Building (Second) 1716 Frederica Street 1932
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(Briefly named Mary Mitchell Elementary School to honor Principal Mary Mitchell; Closed as an elementary
school in 1975. Between 1975 and 2008, housed a variety of programs including an Adult Learning Center
and some high school programsDemolished n June 2008 to make way for an addition to OHS.

Robert E. Lee School(Secondlocation) 1650 W.SecondStreet 1937 1981

Tech High (Second building) 15t and Frederica Streets 1941 1976
(Three technical sdool buildings have been located on this site from 1929 to date.

The newest building was built in 1977 and isiow one campus ofOwensboro Community

and Technical College operatetly the state.)

Lincoln Elementary School (Secondschool) 1600 Breckenridge Street 1950 1981

Sutton Elementary School 2060 Lewis Lane 1951 Open
(Originally built as the secondWashington Elementary Schoolto replace one that burned o
in 1948; RenamedViargaret Sutton Elementary School inp wx ¢ AZEOA O deathp8 3 O0O0O0T 1

Foust Elementary School 601 Foust Avenue 1953 Open
(Built asFoust Junior High. Renamed-oust Middle School in 1971, thenFoust Elementary
Schoolin 1981. Named for formerSuperintendent John L. Foust.

Estes Elementary School 1675 Leitchfield Road 1954  Open
(Originally built as Eastern Junior High . RenamedEstes Junior High School in 1968, Estes Middle
Schoolin 1972, thenEstes Elementary School in 1981. Named for former Superintendent

Kenneth Estes.)

Owensboro Middle S chool North Campus 1300 Booth Avenue 1954  Open
(Built as Southern Junior High School ; BecameOwenshoro High School 9-10 Center
in 1972; Owensboro Junior High in 1981, andOwensboro Middle School in 1988.)

Owensboro Middle School South Campus 2631 South Giriffith 1954  Open
(Criginally built as the Mary Mitchell Elementary School . RenamedSouthern Middle School

in 1972, Mary Mitchell Preschool in 1990, Owensboro 5-6 Center in 1995. In August 2010,

the 5-6 Center became part of the Owensivo Middle School and continued to serve®and 6" grades)

Cravens Elementary School 2741 Cravens Avenue 1957  Open
(Named for Principal Mary Lee Cravens who passed away shortly before the school opened.)

Newton Parrish Elementary School 510 Byers Avenue 1958 Open
(Named for Physical Education Director Newton Parrish.)

Seven Hills School (2 [ocation as an elementary school401 McConnellAvenue 1958 Open
(Seven Hills closed as an elementargchool in 2005, currentlySeven Hills Alternative School .)

Hager Preschool 1701 W. 7 St.(adjacent to Foust Elementary) 1997 Open
(Hager Preschoofor 3-and 4-year-old at-risk preschoolers moved from the Mary Mitchell

Center to the new presbhool building in 1997 after program was split between several

elementary schoot during the construction period.)

Owensboro Public Schools Professional Learning Center (former public library) 2007 Open
450 Griffith Avenue

OQu



OPS History 18712010

To understand the ATradition of Excellenceo t
important to understand that from the very beginning, the Owensboro Public Schools set high
standards for its teachers amglstudents. The Board of Trustees established a charter and
amendments not so very differdram those that govern schools today.

The Owensboro Public School District came into existence in the spring of 1871. J. L. Foust,
the man who perhaps knewet®wensboro Public Schools better than anyone has before or
since his B-year tenure as Superintendent, provided insight into early education in Owensboro
in a paper he wrote and read to the local Investigators Club on June 21, 1935. Mr. Foust wrote
thathn Ac c or di n gthe fisst sthoohir Yeltow Banks, the name given to the early
settlement on the site now occupied by Owensborotaveghtby Mrs. Susan Tarleton, who

came to the new community in quite a romantic way. The story goes that sbe avhsat

going westwhen near Cloverparthe boat struck a snag and sank so quickly that many of
those on board were drowned. O

Mr . Foust went on to relate that AMrs. Tarl et
down the river until she waspposite Yellow Banks where she was discovered and rescued.

She had started to Memphis, but having lost everything she possessed, she tarried in the
settlement. She found the people friendly and hospitable. When it was discovered that she was
interestedn teaching small children, a public spirited citizen, Mr. Philip Thompson, gave her

the use of a cabin on West Second Street near the ravine in which she taught the first school

within the | imits of Owensbor o.yofthis@tory,it e he di
was one that was wethownat t hat ti me. Tradition says t he
Sul keyds) School was afterwards | ocated at tfF

about 1816 and, then, on the east side of Crittehdameen Third and Fourgireets.

Several private schools sprang up in the years to follow, but many Owensboro children did not

have the opportunity to receive a formal education. According to a second paper that Mr. Foust
wrote and presented to the éstigators Club and that was later published in William Foster

Ha y e s @Bixth Yeark of Owensbqr@eorge Scarborough was another early educator. In

1841, he was teaching in the pioneer school building north of Third Street between Lewis and
Crittendent hen known as the Daviess County Seminar
1845 Mr. Scarborough opened a new school in a stately house that he had built to serve as both

a home and a school. The house that was one block west of Walnut Streetrahd nger

was callediSnowdon Castle later known asiMcAllister Placed He was assisted in the new

school by Philip H. Sears.

Anot her early educator according to Mr. Foust
Owensboro Academy. Mr. Hart tglot on the south side of Fifth Street between Lewis and

Daviess streets where he was assisted by Mrs. M.E. Singleton and Mrs. Mary Jane Hart. Mrs.

Hart would later teach in the Owensboro Public Schools.

Several other private schools were scatteredigirout the young communitgcluding
Aexcell entd Ger man a rerandmbgrlofiGerman<itzans io the . Ther



community in 1870 who sent their children to private schablere German was taught half a
day and English the other half. As Gamschools were becoming overcrowded, parents
approached city officials about building a new school and adding a teadhtbat time,Dr.

W. D. Stirman, Dr. David ToddindB. Baer, Esq., discussed the possibilityGarman parents
supporting a publicchool and initiated community discussion. The resultthagGerman
school supporters agre® support a public school concept as long as German was taught
public schools

The Beginning of the Distric The 1870s

As the community grew to a poptitan of 3,437 in 1870, the need for public schools was taken

to the Kentucky General Assembly, ishnhad the power to establish school districts.

Owensboro Public Schools were proposed and approved on March 13 Q8Ahril 7,
ProfessorJ.H.Grayase | ect ed as the districtdés first suj
established to search for available land. They also made the decision to divide the district into
Wards and elected S. D. Kennady as the first school board chairman.

Just two weeks latein a meeting on April 18, two Trustees were empowered to purchase land
in their respective Wards$and 29 Wards). The City of Owensboroasto print the bonds

that would be sold to raise the ne@gsnoney to build the schools. At that time, thg ci
residential area extended south roughly't@G&eet and was little more than a mile wide east to
west.

On the first Monday in September 1871, 623 white students entered the doors of two ward
school® the Upper Ward Schog@First Ward)located near Tind Street between Lewis and
Crittenden and the Lower Ward Sch¢8kecond Ward)at Walnut and Seventh. A Baptist
Seminary buildindghad beempurchased to become the Upper Ward School building. The Board
of Trustees of the new school district paid $12 faB@he facility. The Lower Ward School

was built for $7,820.J. H. Gray, the first Superintendent, served from 18323. The wage

of the Principal of the First Ward School was $70 a month while the Principal of the Second
Ward School was paid $60 pmonth. Primary teachers received $37.50 a month and the
intermediate and grammar departments were paid $40.

Though the community had a significakftican Americanpopulation, the act only authorized
schools fowhite children.In 1874, the Kentucky éneral Assembly acted upon requests from
the African American community to authorize taxes on all persons of African descent to
educate African American children and empowered the community to establish schools. But,
African American districts and fusavere separate and apart from white schools. It was a
start but a small one. Tlretax base was much smaller than the tax base for white schools. A
few years later, the locélfrican American school distriavas incorporated into the

Owensboro Public Sdwolsundera new state lawand the two districteecame one in 1884, yet

the schools would remain segregated.



In 1872, Owensboro High School was established at a site on Walnut Street, the first of three
locations it eventually would occupy. The schoohiul rented the building for $350 that year.

In the beginning, the high school had two grad&sa&l 9" grades). Superintendent J. H. Gray
wroteinan187Z 3 report to the Districtdos Board of 7
paying for qualityta c her s . He wrote: AThe grade of your
school sé. o From the very beginning, a demanc
hiring of qualified teachers was established. Because there was a strong German iafldence

and anunderstanding with the German commupityvas agreed thahe German language

was to be taught in all Owensboro schools by competent teachers.

According to Superintendent J. H-73@8eay in the
administration reognized the need to make school attractive to its students in order to keep
them interested in coming to school. At the same time, even though strict rules were followed
there were only 8 instances of punishment during the spring term of 1873.

Wardschobs wer e establ i s heddwimary intermediate and spmioa d e s
with seven years in the fiwardo section of t
consi der ed Thklhighbchoml cdnssted of four departménise depament of
Language, of Mathematics, of Natural Science and of Belles Lettres (literature). The
Languages were optional, but other branches were obligatory. German was optional, but many
students began the subject in lower grades and continued intschigbl. By 1878, the eighth

year had been added to ward schools and ninth and tenth grades were designated as high
school. Eleventh grade was added in 1892 and twelfth grade in 1895.

0
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The first year students attended school year round with only a Chsisireak. By the next
school year, school opened in November and closed in April. Within a few years, the more
traditional calendar was in place.

Tardiness and absenteeism were treated in much the same way they are today. Even then, a

note from homavas required to explain an absence. And, if a student needed to leave school
during the school day, a note from the parent
If the student forgot the note or pleaded that mom or daddiaskitten one, he student would

stay after school.

Grading was a bit more liberal in those days. The maximum grade was 100; honor, 90 to 100;
grade of excellence, 75 to 90; medium grade, 60 to 75; deficient grade, 40 to 60; and negative
grade, 0 to 40. The schoolarevas divided into two terms (semesters) with two weeks of

exams (oral and written) at the end of each t
published from highest to lowest for all to see in those first years.

Many school rules were similar to s®today. Each student began the year with 100 credits
for good conduct. As those credits were lost, parents were notified and the student would be
suspended for repeated offes. One standard punishment was a forfeit of reces8 time

five minute breks a day. Students were not to use improper language, throw stones or other
objects, annoy anyone, bring pistols and knives to school, etc. All written communications
(note passing) between boys and girls (unless a family membezpwmhibited.



Within the first decade of public education in Owensboro, a-@elkloped curriculum and set

of school district and school rules and regulations were firmly in place with much emphasis
beinggiventowelqual i fi ed teachers. Meldhon Rriday nights a ¢ h e r ¢
or Saturday mornings. Standards for a Tradition of Excellence were already being established.
However, 15 to 20 years after the Emancipation Proclamation, public schools were only

provided forwhite children. That would change irethext decade.

The 1880s

By the188(s, enroliment in the white schools had grown to 960 making it necessary to rent
additional classroom space in a house called the Hart Building on Daviess Street near Fifth
Street. While the City had operated a sclsystem since 1871, a Charter was drawn to

formally organize and establish a System of Public Schools in Owensboro on January 22, 1884.

Twenty-one teachers taught the 1,209 OPS students in a community which was estimated to
have grown to 7,200 resideratscording to the Fourteenth Annual Report of the Owensboro
Public Schools. School went througHigrade. The cost per pupil based on average daily
attendance was $14.12.

In 1880, the Kentucky General Assembly had passed a law authorizing free phbbtsdor
all black children in Kentucky. As a resutt 1883 a building on Bplar between Third and
Fourth Sreets was rented by the Mayor and City Councilmen. The smabtovy building
was expected to accommodate 500 African American studenthraedeachers and was
separate from the already established Owensboro Public School System.

African American community members petitioned courts for better school accommodations
and received the help that they needed by way of an Act passed by thekyebeneral
Assembly on March 18, 1884, repealing the law that established an African American school
system. All property and funds were turned over to the Owensboro Public Schools at which
time both African American and white students attended schottieosame calendar and had
the same curriculum.

In order to provide more space for the African American students, a second school was to be
opened in a rented facility on the corner of Seventh and Breckenridge streets. The night before
the school wat have opened, it suspiciously burned and children were housed at the African
Methodist Episcopal Church until another school could be built. A second school was built at
Jackson and Eighth streets in the Upper Ward district. The two African Ameritamisc

would be known as Eastern Colored Schaa Western Colored Schodlwo African

American teachers were assigned to each of the schools. Total enrollment for both schools was
249 in 188485.

An aggressive building campaign took place in the-h@80s. Three schools were built in

three years. In addition to the Upper and Lower Ward Black schools, the Upper Ward School
for white students was replaced. The Upper Ward School was aging and overcrowded and was
replaced by a new building, Third Stt&xhool. The new school was built at Third and Lewis



streets in 1886 at a cost of $18,500. In 1885, the school district consisted of the Upper Ward,
Lower Ward, Hart Building, Eastern Colored School and Western Colored School.

The Third Street Schooéplaced the Upper Ward School when it opened in December 1886
but was still referred to as the Upper Ward School.

From the time the school district opened its doors 18 years earlier, children had to meet certain
health requirements. But, in 1888, dise took its toll on the schools. A number of children
contracted a severe strain of measles and many developed pneumonia. Seven children died that
year of pneumonia and nearly one half of all OPS students had to miss days and weeks of
school that yearSuperintendent A.C. Goodwin reported that it was a very trying year for

teachers.

The 189G

Superintendent A. C. Goodwin saw the need to introduce music and drawing into the
curriculum and strongly encouraged the Board of Education to do so. A meeddw high
school building was a continuing issue.

In the early 1896, an elementary school referred to as the Frederica Street School was added to
facilitate elementary grades and had an enrollment of k63891, there were 2,941 students
enrolledi n school and the cityés population had g

With that gravth, schools were becoming oeeswded, especially the schools for African

American studentst n November 1891, it was brought to
Aicol or e d oreis &badstale sf affaies with 125 students in one classroom and other

rooms nearly as crowded. Nothing was done at that time based on the assumption that many
students would very shortly leave school to work in local tobacco factories.

On October @, 1892, twenty years after OHS first opened its doors, it was relocated on the
southwest corner of Ninth and Frederica streets, where it was adtiedereral times.

School went through eleventh grade by th&he eight members of the Class of 1895eube
first students to complete the twelfth grade.

OHS principal W. C. Warfield€vr ot e i n t he Di str 98 thdatthehigh nu al r

school should prepar e stiusdeelnjtesc tws tthh aitg ewoeu lad
boysandgr | s for business; to fit them for earni
opinion, we shoul d gi v dotbapepd) a viariechaurticulemrswasa | on g &

offered in the new buildingln the same report, Warfield made note @& thct that many
families could not spare their children long enough to let them finish high scGeoadluating
classes were still relatively small. Of the 100 high school students enrolled, approximately
onefourth dropped out to work or help at hom&ll OHS teachers had been trained at well
respectedaolleges omuniversities.

The Owensboro Board of Education purchased a lot at 620 Walnut Street and built the Lower
Ward School for $7,820. In 1893, the number of rooms was doubled at a cost of $8,668.



Renovations incktludsedta madetatidnysystem and
guaranteed both to properlydde and ventil ate the building. o
the systems with other modern systems in the high school builliihg. school was renamed

the fAWal nuto Satnrde e tf i Shcd2fs0yl t hien sthe® omi dvas named
Wil son )School . o

In 1895, the OPS purchased a lot on the north side of East Seventh Street east of Triplett Street
for $2,700. A building was ewstructed in 1896 as the Seventh Street School at a cost of
$13,332. It would later be renamed Franklin School and operate as an elementary school until
1972.

In 1895,the first class of seven African American students graduated from Western High
Schod (a part of Western School).

On September 4, 1898, the | ocal +wewspdmerder
that drinking water inallschaewas A f or ced through cylinders o
easily cleaned so that waterdoe not have to stand in | ead pipe
that Professor Lodford Truman encouraged the development of athletics for both males and
females. He reported that OHS did not have a gymnasium. He reported that at some schools,
studentstob it upon themselves to Afit updo a gym.
teachers struggled to make German fithoroughlyy
offering stenography and art classes.

The 190G

It was a new century and the schdwstrict had been in existence 29 years. Superintendent
James McGinnis b the schools through the 18%hd reported to the school board that
things were continuing to improve year by year. He noted in his annual report in June 1900
t hat Ow eaopsldianwasds,000.

OPSenrollment in 1900 was 2,14However census reports indicated that at least 800
Owensboro schoadged children were not enrolled in public or private schddiany students

left school to work or help at home before thegateed the high school grades. In fact, many
students came and went during the school year so that the average enrolled for that year was
only 1,742 and average daily attendance was 1,616 or about 75 percent. Only 202 students or
64.8 percent of the higtthootaged young people were enrolled in high school classes.
Twenty-one OHS students and nine Western High students received diplomas in 1900.

Superintendent McGinnis reportdte district had purchased grounds for a new school on

lower Main Streetlfy the future Cary Bridge site) and other buildings had new additldes.
advocated that Abreathingd space for student s
that they could be enjoyed by children in the community during the summer in sucher mann

as neighborhood parks were in other citiele reported that heating apparatus is installed in

each building, concrete walks have been | aid



growth in (OPS) schools.The district operated on about $33)0@at year with $23,398 going
to employee salaries.

The English and composition cur rMr.dMeGirmism had be
noted that ATeachers owe it to themselves anc
both in wrting and speech. He encouraged parents to help their children with school lessons.

He was pleased with the music instruction that students were receiving and expressed the value

it hadin developing a welfounded student. He complimented the Germatnucison and

called for the introduction of Spanish into t
advantages opening or about to open in Spanish speaking countries, to put within the reach of

our students the opportunity of learning the Spanish languagkl afford practical advantage

not to be underrated. 0 He al so reported that
River to offer a colwge in stenography and typeting.

Overcrowding was a growing problem. It created not only an instrystadsiem, but also a

health problem. Superintendent McGinnis pointed out in his 1900 annual report to the school

board that he felt a larger number of students would stay in school if class sizes were smaller.

He recommended that no more than 45 studentssigned to one teacher in the lower grades

and that high school classes should not excee
pupils may seemingly get along, but the sl owe
classes. Classes ¢oned to exceed that number for many years as was the case in schools

across the country.

The second serious consideration was contagious disease. The Superintendent reported that the
past winter (1899.900) had been difficult because of the caseswfa | | p o x . AHundr e
cases were in the city and, while the disease was not the most virulent type, it took all the skill

and caution of the authorities to cope with i
kept many of the childrenfromc hoo!l , but rather the time | ost
avoid vaccination, or to be vaccinated oweecinated, or where they were recovering from the

effects of the vaccination, in many cases more severe than if tdéyeba afflicted with the

snalpox in the |ight form in which it showed it
I n October 1901, another new school costing {
Street School o (later the first Robert E. Lec

overcrowded and 100 childrén5™ and 8" graders, were sent to Wilson and Washington
schools.

In 1905, city teachers gathered tbe followingphoto. Among them were several teachers
who have been honored with annual high school awards still bearing their. names



Owensboro Publ
Faculty gathered for this photo
on September 11, 1905. A note
attached to the photo identified
these educators as L to R, Ro
1: B.C. Gibson, Alberta
Lossie, Alice Hite, G. Edna
Gates, Aria Griffith, W. C. Bell,
J. D. Burton.Row 2: Alice
Cunningham, Ollie Wile, Lettie
Boyd, Mary Lou Mobberly,
Mary S. Conway, Virginia
Kennady, Jessie Jolly, W. J.
Craig, J. L. Foust, C. O.
Thornberry. Row 3: Eugenia
Howard, Jennie Cosby, Mrs.
Belle Clark, Mrs. M. Nall,
McHenry Rhoads, Preiss
Farmer, Woodie Stout. Row 4:
Sue Sutherland, Cora Webb,
Ida Grey Bruner, Almytra
Wellman, Bernice Miller, Ella
Worthington. Row 5: Mame
Harrison, Mrs. Mary E. Hart,
Laura Hughes, Florence
Pendleton, Ada Schaefer, Ira McMonigle, Minnie Powers. &oR. E. Williams, Bessie Crawford, Anna Ahrens, Carrie B.

Crowl , Mr s . A. T. Liver s, and Vitula Jones. Perhaps, a few
ladies were hired to teach at that time. In fact, in the $28@ 1940ghe board would not hire married women to teach.

Photo courtesy the J. L. Foust family.

The next school to be built was the Grand Avenue School (renamed Emerson &atiool)

opened in 1909 to serve the elementary students in what was then the Southveesopthe

city. The Districtodéds hiring of a truant of fi
need for more classrooms. Improved health conditions in the community and in schools also
increased attendance. In 1908, Superintendent MgHimoads reported that two important

lawsd Truancy and Child Labor lawswere passed by the Kentucky General Assembly that

would continue to improve enrollment and attendance. Enrollment in the high school

continued to grow and the state passed a lawniaguevery county to establish a county high

school as part of the public school systérhe county school board added a high school to its

district.

The 1913

In 1915, the Owensboro Board of Education saw a need for another elementary school to
relieve crowding at Wson and Third Streethools. The Board of Education purchased what

was the Owensboro Female College that was built in about 1890 and operated by Dr. and Mrs.
J. B. Larue for $18,000. The following year it opened as an elementary sclidaker

became the first Longfellow School. It was located &tdid Fredericathreeblocks froma

later Longfellowsite It became a Trade School for the District

10



Parentteacher organizations were beginning to have a signifjcpaositive impacbn

Owensboro schoolsEmerson was the first Owensboro school to have a PTA in 1913. Other
schools soon organized chapters. School lunch rooms were a primary focus of PTA groups. In
the beginning, PTA volunteers served in some schools as lunchrooonmatrater, matrons

were hired for a dollar a day and were assisted by PTA memipet816, there were

lunchrooms in every school that provided lunchfiee cens and free lunch was provided for
children fromimpoverishechomes.

It was the influencef PTA members that encouraged school board members to add electric
lights in the schools in 191Rarentteacher associations also promoted additions to schools
that included showers in some schools soithpbverishectchildren who had no opportunity to
bathe at home could be cared for at school. Before the day of the Goodfélidmend other
local agencies;aring for the needs of the less fortunatschools oftetfiell to school parent
teacher organizationsThey alsdundedplaygrounds, pianosiprary books, stage curtains,
movie projectors and screens, public address systems, record @l#yiegs considered
essential today, but thought of as frills at the time.

PTAs held funeraisers, ice cream suppers, open houses, and charity projects éugion
activities. Both the schools and the patteicher groups recognized the need to assist less
fortunate students and one PTA group distributed 200 garmeités/aarly project. The
District began a program to assist needy students throughlie Rind.

The Spanish Flu Epidemic of 1918 closed schools for six weeks. SuperinténdeRisley
pointed out the need for a physician to devote considerable time to school children. He also
encouraged the placement of school nurses in schoolgalDespections for every student

were introduced.

World War | had an impact on schools. Food conservation was encouraged throughout the

country. Schoolgardedst he f i rst HAoutdoor classrooms, 0 WE
schools. A push was on émcourage families throughout the country to grow vegetables and

fruits. Lessons at school carried over to the home. Thrift was also an important theme taught

in schools. War bonds were sold at school and in 1918, OPS students had purchased $19,400

in Liberty Bonds. Junior Red Cross clubs were also active in schools. The war had an indirect
impact on high school attendance. As older members of families went off to war, it was

sometimes necessary for younger family members to leave school to wodadarans and

other jobs. Schools encouraged parents to keep their children in school.

The 192G

The 192@ would be a growth period for the Owensboro Public Schools. In many ways, it

woul d herald the Amoder ni z aardpdonto 1980 theistice di st r
grew significantly. According to a report by Superintendent James H. Risley {1921) to

the Board, during his tenure enroliment had grown from 2,765 to 3,870 but nearly 1,000 pupils
shown in the census were not attegdsichool. The number of teachers had nearly doubled in

11



that period and cost per pupil expenditures had doubled to $36.73 per student, an amount
reported to be less than half of other cities.

Risley reported the following changes in his Annual Repoit & 2 1 . ARThe annexat.
territory into the city added several hundred new children to the district making it necessary to
employ 15 new teachers. Five county school buildings were anrtbeefleven Hills

Building, the HickmarEbbert building, the H1 | 6 s Sohaolkanduthe Dublin Langchool,

and the African American school in Mechanicsville. Of these, only the Seven Hills and
HickmanEbbert schoolsvereusedin1 9 2 1 . The children who for me
Avenue School were provided for at8h Frederica, by improvising more temporary rooms in

that building and those from Dublin Lane in an annex made from the Lancaster residence

adjoining the West Main Street School, while théred children from Mechanicsville were

all placed inthe Westen Col ored School . 0 He went on to
HickmanEbbertbediscontinued and the children be transferred to the Seventh Street School.

The changes were brought about by the City of Owensboro annexing a large addition to the

city. Newtax money due the school district was slow to follow. As a result, the citizens of
Owensboro supported the first bond issue ever proposed for Owensboro schools. In September
1921, SuperintendeRtisley called attention to overowded school conditian He took the

need for new school facilities to clubs and c
public meetings. Parents, teachers and students were strong public advocates of a school bond
campaign that culminated in a parade on Januar$221, in which hundreds of citizens

carriedbanner and | oi ned with® 500 sckobl ehildrep. aThesekbatian for the

$300,000 bond issue was held on January 22 and the vote carried 6,335 to 461. Superintendent
Risley cal lc®etdorny fiam ol entetrervischool s i n Owensb

Plans began immediately to upgrade schools, build additions, and to build a new school for
African American students. A new Dunbar School was constructed #111923to replace the
old ward school at"8and Jacksn forblack studentin grades 36.

At first, the Board looked at expanding the existing high school locatédeatcddFrederica but

StLoui s Architect Wi lliam Ittner was brought
foll yodo t loeexdstnd, landocked bightschool. The forward thinking Mr. Risley
encouraged the building committee to fiseek oL

center of Owensbofb not necessarily the Owensboro of 1921, but the Owensboro o 1950
and $ould build a senior high school adequate to take care of the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth
grades for the next five or ten years at their present rate of growth. Such building should be
designed on a plan which will admit the addition of future unitsowitlin any way interfering

with the general architectural plans of the plant as a whole. To do this, the best architectural
skills that money can buy an®ne too good for your purpoéeThe committee took his advice.
Risleyleft Owensboro to take anahposition in 1921 and Board Member W.H. Stother, M.D.,
was credited with taking up the cause for a new high school.

A four-block stretch (seefollowing in a 1927 picture) would be populated with three
Owensboro schools (Owensboro High School, Longfelland Tech High
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A work crew (circa
1927) repairs the street
car tracks at 1716
Frederica Street in
front of the entrance to
the Longfellow
Building property.
Street Department
Superintendent Bob
Bruner stands in the
center of the track

§ facing eas The street
¥ car passed near the
" front of Owensboro
High School which
opened in 1924. The
two concrete pillars on
the leftmarkedthe
entrance to the
Robinson Family
property prior to the

/. 248 city school district
, & [y ", S s purchasing thednd for
Y A7F A Longfellow that opead

- £3e - -l

in 1932.The pillars

were removed andrgserved in 2008 prior to the current high school construction projébe picture was

supplied courtesy of Mr. Bruner6s great nephew and nar
young man workig briefly at Longfellow where he helped the custodian feed coal into the basement furnace.

In 1921, Owensboro High School Principal John L. Foust was named Superintendent of the
school district. During the 26 years he headed the school districgd®@RSthrough critcal
formative years in the 198@nd through the worst of financial times in the 1930s. He would
see the district emerge on solid footing in the 1940s only to be faced with challenges of war
time America. Undoubtedly, his leadershimlantegrity made a significant impact on the
school district for a quarter of a century.

Having spent 11 years as principal of Owensboro High School prior to becoming
Superintendent, J. L. Foust was a driving force in the planning of a new high scidiolgato

be located at 1800 Frederica Street. Groundbreaking for the new facility took place on
September 11, 1922A. F. Hussander, Architect, drew the plans for OHS and Dunbar School.
Both projects were underway at the same time.

On Friday, March 281924, Owensboro High School moved to its third and current location at
1800 Frederica Street. Classes began on March 31. Construction costs for the original building
totaled $286,000. The 7.7 acre site cost $20,000.

On moving day, the students pladrte walk the nine blocks from the old high school to the

new one, carrying their belongings with them. Since this was to take place in the middle of the
day, classes would resume at the new high school on the same day. The weather interfered
with the phns for the walk to the new building, however, and a downpour of rain brought out
many parents to transport students by car.
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With more classroom space, the enrollment of Owensboro HilghdEcontinued to grow.
Originally, Senior High was to have beari0th12th grade facility, but in the end that would
have created overcrowding at the Owensboro Junior High facility and all four gvackes
locatedin the new OHS building.

Owensboralunior Highhad coménto existence the day OHS moved frofhahd Federica
streets to 1800 Frederiemdbegan to servB50 seventh and eighth grade studetitsvas
renamed in 1938 ammbntinued as a junior high until 1958 1955, part of the Central
(Owensborojunior High building wasold andorn down to build @rocery. Todaya portion
of the building remains ahe 9" and Frederica locatioand is incorporated into the Midtown
Building.

OnFebruary 5, 1926, several school names were chdngete School BoardSouth

Frederica Street School became Jadmmels Audubon (later the first Longfell@&e¢hoo);

Seventh Street School was renamed Benjamin Franklin Savest Main Street School
becameRobert E. Lee School; Seven Hills School on Prince Avenue was renamed Abraham
Lincoln School;Third Street School as renamed George Washing&chool;and Walnut

School was named after Woodrow Wilson (the most recent past U.S. President at that time)

A 1929 report by Owensboro High School principal J. O. Lewis to Superintendent J. L. Foust
sheds interesting liglun the evolution of public education in Owensboro. Much of what was
taking place was the beginning of the Amoderr

Principal Lewi s wrote: AThe Modern High Schc
from year to year. No soondo you achieve one goal than another one presents itself to be
attained. Yet amid all these changes, the organization must function so smoothly that even
those in the midst of them must not be consci

Of those changeh,e wr ot e, fAThe most obvious ayea out st
period (19261 929) was the perfection and installat:i
the first time that a master schedule of courses had been made in the springstndehes
coudprer egi ster for the following fall. He expl
schedule, using a combination of the mosaic and block systems. Then, the individual schedule

of each pupil is made out from this master schedulesamme bef or e September
went on to explain that the system eliminated two to five wasted days at the beginning of the

school year while all that was sorted out.

Mr. Lewis reported that the faculty has continued its efforts to decreasefaild to improve

schol arship. Honor students were designed as
add to their monogram i f the student achievec
was known as the fARed an dNa&ibnal&éldnorSdciatpCGhaptem d t h €
and a National Athletic Scholarship Society. Principal Lewis attributed a significant decrease

in discipline problems to student enthusiasm for these organizations. He noted that a

Awhol esome, heal t hefitsihad repacedrha@rodisd@ehpooblams. sHe u d

al s o Nodoubtthe distontinuance of demerits afigh&riods for penal reasons, both of
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which tended to arouse antagonism between teacher and student, are largely responsible for
this.o

Attendance ad withdrawals continued to baffle school officiala.the mid192Gs the

withdrawal rate was 33.3 percent. At the same time, many children never attended school at all

and were not included in that number. (In 2006, the dropout rate was 1.8 percerihehil

graduation rate was 90.4 percent, both rates considered excellent by state standards.) It was
during this period that the Board established higher standards for graduation so that students
woul d be better prepar e dextrieaurricellarpregramfivlssi gh i nst i
growing. Special events were also a large draw. By the end of the decade, May Day was a
well-established ritual that was held on the OHS campus. The audience was reported by

Principal Lewis to number 6,000.

District wide atendance was a significant problem that was often the result of childhood

illnesses. In 1927, schools were closed from September 26 through October 31 because of an
infantile paralysigpolio) epidemic. Other childhood diseases that have largely bedicated

today kept children out for days or weeks at a time. By 1929, there was almostceiQ pe

vaccination against smpbx, nutrition was being taught, and warm lunches were being served

in all schools. In April 1929, Miss Lena Bennett was hiredé&ise s chool -tnmume®e anc
health worker for the district.

Prior to mandatory attendance laws, many students stayed out of school from time to time to
help with chores at home or to work. It was often difficult to persuade parents of the
importarce of education. In spite of attendance and dropout problems, enroliment continued to
grow.

In the 1928, teachers throughout the district had been very active. Superintendent Foust

reported in his 1929 annual report to the public that many OPS teadrersiorking to

further their education. He reported that from September 1928 to September 1929, 82 teachers

of the 124 in the system obtained 689 hours of college credit. All OPS teachers were members

of either the Owensboro Teachers Association oSt#mnd Congressional District Negro

Teachers Association. In addition to getting professional training through those organizations,
teachers are fAworking for educational progr es
thanmale counterparts. uperintendent Foust encouraged the Board to make that pay equal.

Curriculum and instructiostandards continued to be high.Me asur ement s of achi
through the use of standardized tests have beeammmon feature of the public schools.

These test differ from the ordinary classroom examination in the fact that they are devised

from material that has been scientifically selected and constra&edst reported. A very

specific list of tests and textbooks were established each year.
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The 193G

Owensboré population in 1933 was 22,785 including 4,336 children ages 6 to 18. The
population growth in thaeorthwest part of the District again brought about the need for several
new elementary schools.

The South Frederica Street School, which veemed Longfellow School, had become
overcrowded and was replaced by the new Longfellow School built on 4% acres of land located
just north of OHS and opened in 1932. A new Western School was built in 1932 at 820 West
Third Street to serve African Amesn students.

Financial disaster struck that same year when the bank in which school funds were deposited
closed leaving the district without operating funds. Teachers took pay cuts and all possible
measures were taken to cut costs. At first, it lodsed the new high school would have to be

deeded to a holding company, but it was decided to deed the Longfellow Building instead. The

di strict struggled to get through the year.
document) for April andMay of 1932. Superintendent Foust and the School Board found it
necessary to take the painful step of proposi
193233 school year. Circumstances were dire through the nation and teachers accepted their
plight and continued to teach knowing at times there was no money to pay them. The
following year, 193834, teachersdé sal aries were cut by a
two, the district was able to repay employees for some of their lost wages.

In the 1938 times were difficult in many ways. Female teachers were to be unmarried. In
1931, one unfortunate lady chose to marry during the school year and was asked to resign.
That incident caused the school board to make a rule that married womamtverée hired

to teach. The state would not allow teachers in Owensboro to belong to the Kentucky Teacher
Retirement System because the city was ligtedyd as a & class city in size. Several schools
were overcrowded. In spite of all the hardshijhe education expectations were high and
student welfare was a chief concern to the district.

In November of 193%he City of Owensboro agreed to help the district thraugghoftheir

bonding capacity antb build a new Lee School and a much neeal@dex to Western. The

school district would then deed the school property to the City and would lease the buildings

back. U.S. Public Works funds also helped foot the bills. Property on West Second Street near
Hale Avenue was purchased for $7,000 May 1937, the second Robert E. Lee Elementary

School was completed to replace the grade school just up the street. The school cost $136,770.
When the new elementary school opened, the old Lee (originally West Main Street School)

became Thomas Jeffersomilr High in 1938. With the opening of a second junior high

school, the Owensboro Junior High Scdhool took

From January 25 to February 2, 1937, all schools were closed during the flood that devastated
many Ohio Rivetowns. OHS and Dunbar were used as refugee centers and the Longfellow
and Trade schools were Red Cross Emergency Hospitals. OHS was closed for 10 days and
Western and Dunbar were closed for 13 days. Flooded buildings were disinfected and
scrubbed.
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As the district entered 1938, Superintendent Foust and the school board established or refined
requiremerg and standards for everyone from school board members to students by

establishing detailed policy. The school board was reduced to 5 members bodrthduties

were defined. It was established that after January 1, 1940, no teacher would be hired who did

not have four years of college and a college degree that included teacher training and practice
teaching and who di d ten Bdrrieciwonmeh were stillena allobwedtd s c er
teach. May student rules and expectations were ve
there was no kindergarten, yet. The rule on entry into school was that children who were six by
September 30 could &1 the first grade during the first two weeks of the fall term. Or, they

could wait and enter school the second semester if they would be six by February 28.

Elementary schools went througfi grade. Junior high school was grades seven and eight and

Senior High housed grades nine through twelve.

The 194G

Superintendent J. L. Foust reported that existing schools in 1940 were: OHS, Central Junior
High, Technical High, Dunbar School, Emerson Elementary, Franklin Elementary, Lee
Elementary (on West Ma), Jefferson Junior High,incoln Elementary (on Prince Avenue),
Longfellow Elementary (at 1700 Frederica St.), Washington Elementary (Third Street),
Western Elementary/High School, Wilson Elementary School.

The building of Technical High marked the baging of the decade with a cornerstoagrig

in October 1940. A need for trade classes had been addressed through the Trad#aSsheol
in several locationthat had been introduced in the fall of 1928 the fall of 1932, it became a
Trade Schooldr the District. Interest in the trade school classes grew and in 1940, the old
building was torn down and a new Technical High School was built. The new building, built
by the WPA Program was completed in 1941 and would be a third high school intiiet Dis
along with OHS and Western.

Providing school lunches to students was a very difficult proposition for the school district

from thebeginning of the school lunch progr& years earlier. According to an article in the

March 9, 1958Messengeinquirer, AThe plight of the lunchroom
independently, is blamed on reduced help from the federal government and on a bigger demand
for free lunchesé. o The article went on to e
cents andhe students paid 15 cents for each lunch meal. As government reimbursement

declined and food prices increakench costsncreasedo 20 cents in 1958. The newspaper

article explained that government commoditieelped supplement the mend$e demandor

free lunches doubled by Februdryd 5 8 . A T h ee of thumlc Has been that A.0u |

pecent of the |l unches could be served free, P
the news article. To help bridge the financial gap, faculty memttausch groups and the

Owensboro Rotary Club were among those who helped out. The Owensboro Rotary Club

mai ntained a Kiddi eds L uoistudentsiomedd otassistaned. p pay

In the early 1948, schools becammportant hubs of warpport. All employees bought War
Bonds. Other warelated activities were held in school buildingsentral Junior High
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journalism students wrote in their November 11, 1942, school paper that gasoline rationing

would beganon a nationwide basis on Novbar 22. The article explained that on the

registration dates, all car owners were to go to the elementary school buildings in their districts

to file applications to get theirswerdasotoat i on
assistatthe egi strati on. A rRffaufaged he atbt Wandspsoboa
to buy War Stamps for 25 cents each. Money from the sale of War Stamps provided such items

as bandages for the wmaounded.

Alum Doug Watkins recalls both the distributiohration stamps at Wilson School and the sale

of War Bonds. He recalls that on certain days of the week students cgidabbBonds

(Series Etamps that were pasted in coupon books. When the book totaled $12.50, it would

be converted to a $25 bondattwould be redeemable at a much later deleerecalls that

much to his third grade teacheroés dismay at h
stamps to his youngeirgt-grade sisteto keep for him because he was prone to losing his

stamps.He remembers that schools were constantly holding paper drives during the war and

school children collected mikeed pods to help make silk parachutes.

World War Il hadanothelimpact on elementary and intermediate schools. Fathers, older
brothers, uncleand teachers left to go to warhe hgh school was another storA number

of older students left school to join the service and 33 graduates were killed in 1943 and 1944.
Those servicenen and women are honored on a memorial plaque at OHS.

TheCertral Junior High Newseported in the February 17, 1943, issue of the school paper that

Lt. Edwin C. Powell, who participated in the search for Amelia Earhart in the South Pacific in
1937, had | ost his I|ife i n arsfaaaswasknawnneeisr as h.
the first casualty of the former Junior High

Theschoolpaper also reported that clothes were being collected for Russian chiltvevere
Afacing a hard wi ntTaasobjeea of war was Eeguiyithe subjéct t he War
addressed by guest speakers, written about in €ss&y the focus of patriotic assemblies and

activities. Students participate an annual scrap metal drive to aid the war effort.

Tech High offered a Xeek Army Signal Corps Classathprepared young men for military
service. In 1942, thEvansville Sunday Courier and Pregported that 21 Evansville men
were among those enrolled at Tech High. The class was in such high demand that 18
instructors operated on a-bdur a dayschedut dividing their time into three shifts.

The Waro6s impact on hiring married women 1intoc
board policy in February of 1947 allowing married women to teach. (There were some

exceptions taheban on female tehaers beng married in the 1930s and 1%40Possibly,

married ladies whodd been hired prior to the 193D Of those ladiespregnant teachers were
required to take a |l eave in the fourth month

J. L. Foust retired inuly 1947 at the mandatory retirement age of 70 after having led the

school district for 8 years. Shortly before his retirement, a tribute to Mr. Foust appeared in the

December 1946 issue of the University of Kentucl§yo | | e ge o fBulletthofthh@t i on o s
Ci

Bureau of School Service AThe | ong, faithful, and effi €
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Superintendent of Schools deserves a special word. J. L. Foust came to Owensboro as a
teacher in 1902. After eight years, he became principal of the high schabbvém yearst

that school, Mr. Foust earned the respect and admiration of the pupils, the teachers, the
Superintendent of Schools, the Board of Education, and the citizens of Owensboro. He was
recognized throughout the region as a promising young man.

Rising to the superintendency in 1921, Mr. Foust fulfilled that promise. During his tgi@nty

years as Superintendent of Schools, he has never forgotten the point of view he expressed in his
first for mal report to then Owerddhudr @ fBd ehred f af
nothing is static, that everything must change for progress, and that this is especially true of
educational i nstitutions and systems in these
He has never allowed himself todmene contented with conditions as they exist, but has

worked continuously for improvement. The design and excellence of construction of the

newest buildings, the scope of the programs of studies, and the ability of the present staff of the
school systemrae | asting tributes to a practical and

According to the same UK publication, Owensboro, with 33,000 citizens, was the sixth largest

city in Kentucky in 1946. There were 3,870 students and 175 teachers andtdtars in the

district. The publication said AThe public schools of Owensbo
monuments to the cityds educators and | aymen.

School bus service was provided by the local Rapid Transit System. The districtseolr ds

first pick-up truck in 1946. For many years, Superintendent Foust got around the district on
foot as he made daily visits to schools. Harry Holder Motor Company provided the first driver
education cars to OHS in 1948.

A devastating $150,000 fire on January P48 destroyed the first Washington Grade School
(originally named the second Upper Ward School, later Third Street School) in the 300 block
of East Third Street (where Wax Works is located today) and put 181 students in temporary
classrooms at the FirBaptist Church. When it burned, it was the second oldest building in the
district and the need for more facilities woulavie to be addressed in the 195@ears

Roebuck purchased the property.

Parentteacher organizations helped set the stage fooscbastruction by supporting a half
million dollar bond issue that was taken to voters in 1948. PTA gacanivassed door to door
andmannedhe polls on Election Day encouraging voters to approve the bond issue. Their
efforts paid off as the bond isspassed that gave a boost to financing building in the next
decade.

As the decade drew to a close, the city school board proposed talking with the county school

board about the possibility of merging the two school districts but the outcome of thaggdropo
did not receive support.
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The 195G

Some schools were becoming so overcrowded that the school board met in September 1950 to
approve boundary changes that included transferring all 6th graders in the Lee district to the
Lee Annex (that had been tbkl Lee and later Jefferson Junior High). All sixth and seventh
graders in the newer Lee School were transferred to the older Lee Annex. All eighth graders
were sent to Central Junior High School. Overcrowding in the Longfellow district brought
about tle need to change boundaries in the Franklin and Lincoln districts and the old Seven
Hills building on Prince Avenue. For the 1950 school year, OPS schools were: Dunbar
Elementary, Emerson Elementary, Franklin Elementifferson Junior High,ee

Elementary, Lee Annex, Lincoln Elementary, Longfellow Elementary, Wilson Elementary,
Central Junior High, Senior High, Tech High, and Western High.

A huge bulding boommarkedthe 1958. A new Lincoln School was built in 1950 and a new

Western High in 195. A new Washington Elementary School (later Sutton) regldeeone

that burned buwvasbuilti n i ts new | ocation at 2060 Lewis |
enrollment grew rapidly and requiréhree more additions to be added within 10 years.

Money for expansion came in part as a result of a tax increase voted in by the community. The
favorable vote came after a communitide campaign by volunteers. The October 18, 1951
Messengetnquirer reported that 200 city PTA Council members held a mgett Longfellow

School to organize their efforts to go hotiséhouseto determine wheréherewould be

support for a tax referendum on November 6. The tax question, if passed, would provide

funding needed to retire the bond issue needed for schootudiist. Longfellow Principal

Mary Mitchell wrote | yr 0somgthatwasaungiby btsieth f or t he
graders. Enthusiastic volunteers spent the next two weeks canvassing on behalf of the tax

which passed.

On November 11, 1951, jusags after the tax passed, Superinten&aiphCherry was

guoted in theMessengeinquireras s ayi ng t hat he pledged Aour
public money provided by the special tax will be invested in buildings and plant facilities

which will incorporate the best proven features for modern educational needs and which will
further contribute to elevating all of the st
plans for three junior highs and announced plans to replace the WilsomEeyr@chool at'?

and Walnut with a new building at a total cost of about $1.25 million.

Three junior high schools were constructed. Foust Junior High (Foust Elementary today) was
built in 1953 at a cost of $336,000. Eastern Junior High (Estes Ekerylewas built in 1954

for $460,000 and Southern Junior High (OMS) was built that same year for $45Bj@01k:t
administrator Roy B. Smitlwho served OPS for 43 years, helped organize the junior high
concept hereWith the opening of new schoolSertral Junior High closed at the end of the

1954 school year.

In the mid195Gs the school year began the day after Labor Day and ended the first week of
June. A teacher couktill beginteachingwith only 64 hours of college, but would earn only
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$1, 700y e ar . A teacher holding a Bachelorbds deg
earned $2,870.

In the fiscal year 195%8, an extensive building program was underway in the Owensboro
Public Schools. Three identical-tlassroom elementary school ldiigs (Cravens, Newton
Parrish, and Seven Hills) were constructed. Emerson, Lee, OHS, and Western would also be
expanded.

At the August 25, 1955, meeting of the board, they discussed integration of schools. Within a
few days, the Board passed a Resoiuon Integration which provided for:

A. A city-wide ROTC unit composed of students from OHS, Tech High and
Western be innin(‘?1 September 1955.

B. Any 10" 11" or 12" grade student from Western be permitted to enroll in any class
not offered at WesternThe class attendance could be at OHS or Tech High.

C. A committee composed of the Superintendent and 8 citizens (4 African American, 4
white) none employed by the school system, be appointed to study problems related
to administration arising from the phgal condition of the school plant, personnel,
revision of school district attendance areas, and any revision of local regulations
which may be necessary in solving the foregoing problems, or any other problems
involved in the integration of schools.

D. The Board of Educatiomo consider the recommendations of this committee in
affecting a sound method of integration.

The Integration Committee membeBilly Wilson i Chairman;Rev. Leonard Boynton,
Claude Brown, Mrs. W.R. Doyal, Mrs. Susie Williams, Bill @tff, M. J. Sleet, and Dr.
Reginald Neblett.

Twelve African American studentgereslated to begin classes at OHS September 12, 1955.
By May 1956, the Integration Committee recommended and the board adopted the following
recommendations:

That each highahool consisting of grades -2 be opened to any high school student without
regard to racbecaus®f crowded conditions at thanior high schools anddlementary

schools, no change be made for the coming year.

Students who wish to take courses in anoliigh school of the City that are not offered in

their high school are permitted to do so.

In May 1957, the School Boatieard Recommendations of Integration Committee:
Each Junior and Senior High School in the City, grad&8, be open to students watlt
regard to raceNo changewill be made to grades@Lfor one year.

At the end of the following year, on May 6, 1958, the Integration Committee made the

following request:
--That no child in Owensboro from graded4 4 be denied enrollment in any publi
school of this City because of race.
--The policies followed in the past in relation to the junior and senior high schools be
continued. This not only permits full enr
choice, but also any mixture of curriauofferings of any of the schools that they might
fit into the individuab schedule.
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In 1958, the School Board and Superintendent Kenneth Estes opened all schools to integration.
Black students could attend either the traditionblidck schools or aoll in white schools. A

Adual 0 Blaclsenrellmenbwiould exist through 1963 school year at which time

bhack schools would no |l onger exist. The dAdu
Jack Hicks, an OHS graduate and former teacher, asgpstacipal, basketball and football

coach, and directasf athleticsin the District, recalls that during the 1958 school year the

school district began planning for the integration of the school system.

Mr . Hi cks says, i | basketballtaeddootbail at lGousd Jurdor High.a c hi n g
Two Board members and Superintendent Kenneth Estes asked to meet with us in the office of
PrincipalHettieEmberton There had never been an athletic contest between Western, the
African-American school, andther city schools. Mr. Estes asked us if we would host Western

in basketball games with oul"@&nd §" grade teams to more or less kick off the integration

process and we agreed.

AOn the day of the schedul ed g alhotosr,studehtss s E mb e
to talk to them about how they should conduct themselves in welcoming the Western students
to Foust. |l did the same thing with our pl ay

AWestern had an Bgraderswhorfoliriyeacs latgrrindBs, joined boys

from the other junior highs to lead Owensboro High School to thefgseais of the state

tournament. On that historic night in 1959, Western won fhgré&e game by about 40

points. In the 8 grade game, Foust had a big lead earlytheiWestern coach inserted his 8

graders who helped them catch up, and Western won the game on two free throws by Charlie
Taylor,an AllSt at e pl ayer four years |l ater, o0 recall s

AThe foll owing year, West euniorhighosohpotsined agai nst
Owensboro and the school joined the Kentucky High School Athletic Association. About the

same timethe league they had played in before, which included such schools as Henderson
Douglas, Paducah Lincoln, Hopkinsville Attucks, #d wl i ng Gr een Hi gh Stre
explained Mr. Hicks. Athletics definitely helped smooth integration.

On another educational frofdwensboro Public Schools had long recognized that some
students have special needs. Superintendent Kenneth Estesbout the early development

of programs that began in the Owensboro Public Schools in th&98@. In his article

AéAnd They Al so L eeardyri960, hepwiokelfilihesd azedchildren whoh e
differ or deviate from what is supposed tcalserage physical, mental, emotional or social
characteristics and abilities to the extent that they require specialized education in order to
attain the maximum of their abilities and capacities. All the additional or different services, as
well as speall provisions needed to facilitate the learning experiences of exceptional children,
constitute what is calleépecial educatiof New i mpetus was given to
development of classroom units for teachers of exceptional children witagbage and full
funding of the Foundation Program Laws in 1954 and 1956.

Meanwhile, work for the educable mentally disabled studeatsevolving Classes at the
elementary and junior high schools were made more accessible to a greater number of student
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In the elementary schools, children were enrolled in ungraded primary or intermediate classes.
Chronological age, social maturity, and level of achievement were factors considered in

placement. At the junior high level, adolescents who had gained swturity and
competencies were integrated in junior high

Superintendent Kenneth Estes described the progress that had been made in the special

education programBetty Sue Hill was the Special Education Sws®r and worked tirelessly

to develop a curriculum that would serve every child and to develop services to meet every
childdés needs. Dr . Estes noted that there we
mentally disabled, for 150 students in needp#ech therapyThelocal council of parents of

children with mental disabilities headed by Joe Castlen, Jr., and John Grant sponsored two
classes for the trainable children with the E
Lee School, the Opptumnity Center. In May 1958, the Board approved the Opportunity

Center 0 s baven Hdld Schodi @ PantedAvenue. It is an independent protyaim
continuesin this community.

Over the next 20 to 30 years, the special needs were recogninany areas from speech,
hearing, and vision, to learning disabilities. The District has always been a leader in offering
an outstanding program of services to all special needs children.

Parentteacher organizations continued to be a tremendousroegor schools. In the early
1950 there were ,B00 members of city PTA groups. They promoted school safety with
support for school safety patrol guards and traffic palioenen. Other PTA sponsored
projects included dental clinics, baby clinics, pdirgg classes, scout troop sponsorship and
March of Dimes campaign drives.

Long before the Kentucky Education Reform Act mandated degrarimary classes in the
199Gs, the District had introduced a very similar concept. In the fall of 1958, gratiesfe

no longer used to designate individual progrd3sector of Elementary Instruction Frances
Lashbrook and a committee of elementary educators developed a program patterned on St.
Louis and Milwaukee school system progrartrsthe primary level, th child was to progress

at his individual rate through 12 reading levels and 15 math levels. Grades would soon take
their number designation back, but the concept of children learning at their own rates had
forever replaced keeping the whole class asdme pace. Secondary education was changing,
too, as areas of concentration and levels of courses were becoming more specialized and
defined.

By the late 1956, the National School Lunch Program established by Congress in 1946 was
providing nutritious lmches under USDA guidelines. Owensboro School Food Service
Association organized in 1959 and became the driving force in maintaining outstanding food
service throughout the school district.

Owensboro School Food Service cafeteria employees set higlasia for themselves. They
formeda strong local organization that would become a state leader. In the early years, the
organization worked for better pay, more training, and professional status accorditegto no
made by Ather Helen Divin&utton cafteria manager, who was present at the first GSFS
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meeting on December 4, 1958. Their efforts would pay off as OPS developed an outstanding
food service program in years to come.

In April 1958, the Board voted to close the old Wilson Elementary Scha@bBlaatd Walnut
streets. Enroll ment had dropped to 164 and t
operated out of 3 rooms at OHS. The 12 employees needed more space and the high school

was in need of the additional space, so the District Offick tp residence in the old Wilson

building.

Dr. Estes could see a changenstruction. In the late 195the wrote that more and more
emphasis was being placed on concentrated study, especially at the secondary level. More
advanced level classes westry offeredofi e x t r e me | Y studénts.hAt thebjunibri t y
high level, the importance of involving students in activities was recognized and students had
Afactivity periodso during school

In February 1959, the Board heard extensive recommendatiocurriculum and the need for
more guidance that would aim at directing students to take more rigorous courses.
Recommendations called for hiring guidance counselors, improving teacher pay, increasing
academic requirements and course offerings, andcatied lobbying the legislature for a more
appropriate tax structure to adequately fund education.

The 196G

If building marked the 1950s, expansion marked 1960 as the high school had 12 rooms added
and other schools wesmlargedn anticipation of sigificant growth in enrollment.

The most significant event of ti®6Gs period wasthe integration of schools. The School

Board had opened all schools to African American students in 1958 but kept the African
American schools, Paul Dunbar and Westeantgntary and High (gradesl®), open letting
African Americanstudents chose which to attend. Enrollment at Western High declined until it
was closed in 1962. The lower grades continued to attend school there. In 1965, Waestern
renamediH. E. Goodl@ Schoolin honor ofthe long-time Western Principal. Harry Fields

was principal after Mr. Goodloe. Dr. Kenneth Estes was credited with the smooth transition in
a time that was turbulent in many school districts.

Retired OPS Administrator Ken Willisecal | s he and his wife Suzan
Owensboro school s. AWe applied to many schoc
and had never been to Owensbholothespringof 1964, we traveled to Owensboro for an

interview and Superintendelienneth Estes and Mr. Allison (school board chairnmae) us

and showed us around@hat spring was one of the great floods and due to high water Highway

231 was the only way inNot a great introduction to the town, but our professorddiddis

that d the many offers of positions that Owensboro had the best reputation academically and

was one of the best in KentuckWe were also very impressed with Dr. Estes and Mr.

Allison. We decided to start brand new in a strange town and have never bean sorr8 o t h

Ken and Suzanne Williselped raise the bar of excellence during their careers in the @istrict
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Ken retired after having served as a principal at Goodloe, Newton Parrish, Seven Hills, the
Owensboro % Center, and as a central office administra®uzanne followed Miss Vista

Morris as the OHS English Department chairman and continued to set high standards for the
English curriculum.

In an article in the January 198£&ntucky Parenfeachemagazine, author Ollie E.

Bissmeyer, Jr., wrote that whéme new educational network (that would become the Kentucky
EducationallelevisionNetwork) began broadcasting that fall schools would be faced with the
considerable expense of purchasing UHF television receivers and sufficient televisions to make
use of he new technology. He wentontowiiteét hat some teachers di dnbé
their homes yet and considered it a waste of
challenged teachers and parents to make certain that program content wasbextber than

harmful to children. Indeed, KET proved very beneficial to students as it developed over the
comingyears. In 1968, the Board purchased the first central television system.

An article in the Feb. 6, 196Bsue of theMessengeinquirer reported School Board

Chairman James Allison had supplied assurances to the government that the school district was

in compliance with the Federal Government requirement that schools in Owensbonp qualif

with the 1964 Civil Rights LawThe storywenbn t o report that: AThe
are fully integrated with respect to both pur

Plans for a $27,000 addition at the Opportunity Center received state approval. The board had
worked in cooperation with the Owensboro CouncilRetarded Children in arranging for the
addition with the council bearing the cost.

In 1967, he district purchased its first school bus and used it to transport special education
students.Until that time, there had been no district buses.

Dr. Kemeth Estes made a unique connection for the school district as he appliéederah

grant to establish a natural science museum in Owensboro in 1965. Eventually, funding was
secured for a museum to aid teachers in Daviess, Ohio, McLean, and HanauaéscoThe

new museum was a decisive factor in the Distr
Association in 1967 with a Pacemaker Award. It was one of 25 school systems in the nation
recognized for innovative educational practites year

OPSSchool Food Service had become big busiddshh e bi ggest drHebt aur ant

Parker, Community Relations Director for OPS
in theMessengetnquirer, that during the previous scHoear, Owensbm schoas had served
Aéal Mmons 1 | i on meals and more than 1 million pi

AType AO0O meals (as designated by the gover nme
vegetable or fruit or a combination of both, 2 t. butter or margal slice of bread, %2 pt. milk,
with dessert being optional. The starting hourly wage for a lunchroom matron was $1.30.
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The 197G

Roy B. Smith, who retired as ansegant superintendent in 1970ined the school system in
1927. Upon his retiment after 43 years in the district, Mr. Smith said Messenger
Inquireri nt er vi ew that when he came to Owensboro

fastened to the floor and the students all f &
havewatched the classroom environment move to a flexible classroom arrangement in which
pupils share in planning. There i s an interc

Indeed, the look of education in the Owensboro P@iiltoolschangedn manyways. In the

fall of 1970, Emerson Elementary Schbeljam pilot program thagavetheir classrooms a

Anewo | ook. Emer son teachers had attended a
significant change in classroom structure according to an article in the Oc®780, 1
Messengetnquirer.

The article talked of the new classroom look as a change from the traditional rooms full of

desks to rooms that would have listening and art centers, new books and games to be used in
activity centers, tape recorders and recoay@is for student use, area rugs and rocking chairs

would provide an inviting atmosphere for reading groups and students would be allowed to

move around. Emerson Principal Catherine Lyons was quoted as saying that the new
arrangements gamet ctmadeatphyisireald vy and intel
that Astudents were happier when they donét |

Changes were on the horizon for all/l OPS schoc
recognized as the @iction education must take to better serve students according to Frances
Lashbrook, the Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Instruction, at that time. Miss

Lashbrook and her colleaguesreamong the most forwasthinking educators in the country

as hey willingly tried new concepts to keep the Owensboro Public Schools moving into a

changing world. Cooperative and team teaching were innovations of that period.

There was a new boldness among teachers as they challenged the state regardingeontrol ov
teacher working conditions seeking more control at the local |&Ved. Kentucky Education
Association called for a work stoppage across the state in late Feb®u@ryAs a result of

that action, Owensboro schools were closed from February 2Martih 2 aghey joined
teacherscross the state oalling attention to their concerrad the inaction of the state
legislature to address those concerns.

The Education of All Handicapped Children Act of 1975 coupled with several federal grants to
thedistrict enabled the district to take an irtsciplinary approach to educating students with
disabilities. The federal project provided individualized instruction for students with
disabilities that would be designed by a team of teachers and the(apistch, music,
occupational, physical, and recreational). Each child was assessed in terms of what
developmental strategies and toolsreneeded to develop individual skills. Projeeidon

Karen Goetzy and Supervisor of Special Education BettyHland their staff were also
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working to | ocate and identify all/|l Ahandi capr
children could be served.

Capabilities rather than disabilities of children became an importantdbclessroom

activities. Tools such as electric patigrners, adjustable tables and desks to accommodate
wheelchairs, and a bus with a hydraulic lift were made available to students who needed them.
Owensboro Public Schools went on to develop a number of outstanding progracostimaie

to serve special needs childnemder the leadership of Dr. Duane Miller, Lana Montgomery,

Kim Johnson and others through the years.

Special needs students were usually in classrooms with children with similar needs. In 1976,
students were retoed to regular classrooms whenever possible, a practice referred to as

Amai nstreaming. O I n most of the el ementary s
for music, physical education and during lunchtime. At the secondary level, some students
were fimainstreamedo into subject areas and ir

In the January 1976 issue of the school district publicaerensboro Interchang@®ublic

Relations Director Jim Elkins profiled Owensboro Public School teachers. In his article, he
notedthate er 72 percent of the districtébés teacher
teacher was $11,301 while female teachers earned an average salary of $10,281. The difference
was attributedomor e mal e teachers having amdanorecdd a Mas
them having more years of service. Married women were outnumbering unmarried women

with the lifting of the ban on married women teaching syees earlier

Dr. James Hilliard, Superintendent from 198834, would deal with two extremesstudent
population over little more than a-4@ar period. In 1970, 15 schools incldd€®Owensboro

Senior High, Estes Junior High, Foust Junior High, Southern Junior High, Cravens Elementary,
Emerson Elementary, Franklin Elementary, Goodloe ElemeritaeyElementary, Lincoln
Elementary, Longfellow Elementary, Mary Mitchell Elementary, Newton Parrish Elementary,
Seven Hills Elementary, and Washington (Sutglementary. In the midi970s kindergarten
wasadded to the elementary school$ie energy cris of the 1976 resultedn many of the

windows in school buildings being replaced with smaller windows and eeéigient exterior

walls.

The 197@ marked the peak in enrollment that was reflected in all three local school districts as
ABaby Boeaches high school age. In 1970, more than 21,000 students were enrolled in
public and private schools in the OwensbhBaviess County area. OPS enrollment topped

7,600.

Adult Education class enratient exploded in the early 19,0oo. During thd97374 school
year, 457adults enrolled in a variety of evening community classes ranging from business
training to pie baking. In just four years, the enrollment had jumped to 2,850. The popular
adult program continued for a number of years undesgbasorship of the Owensboro Board
of Education. Today, it exists through a partnership with the county school board and the
Owensboro Community and Technical College.
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In 1973, school lunches incredde 40 (elementary)/ 45 (secondary) cents and Cosgres

increased federal dollars to the school lunch program. In February 1977, the school breakfast
programwenti nt o ef fect for all OPS school s. The
immediately. In its first full month of operation, the district served 1stbdents a total of

29,073 breakfasts. Breakfast was 15 cents for elementary and 20 cents for secondary students.
The meal consisted of milk, fruit or juice or a vegetable, and bread or cereal.

Throughouthe 1978, a progressive administrative teemught many of the newest

educational ideas to the District. Team teaching, individualized instruction, and modern audio
visual aids were among the innovations putting Owensboro schools on the cutting edge of
educational changes. Yeund school wasrpposed for the first time locally. The-h2onth
school plan was an innovation in education that made maximum use of school buildings and
would relieve overcrowding if students attended three of every four quarters. Community
opposition soon put the idéarest. A significant calendar change would not be introduced
agan untilthe late 1999 when an AAl ternative Calendar o

Schools andhdividual students in the 198@njoyed receiving free books thanks to the

Reading is Fundamental (RIpjogram and Xerox Corporation. In 1978 alone, 33,000 books
were given to OPS schools and students. Federal programs such as Work Orientation and
Experience (WOEP) under the direction of Steve Hughes, gave students the opportunity to
learn skillsand worle x per i ence. Dr . Bill Chandler coo

wa

r d

School 6 and ARight to Reado that centered on

Extreme overcrowding at the high school and the need to reconfigure the grades and facilities
resulted in the schoolglit r i ct 6 s r e o43-§ grade strictureEveny decisioniwass 6
made based on what was best for students.

Three junior highs were converted to the middle school configuration at Estes, Foust, and
Southern. Mary MitchelElementary School becans®uthern Middle SchoolUnder the new
configuration, Owensboro High Schaméssplit with the §" and 18" grades in the building at
1300 Booth Avenue that had been Southern Junior High.

Southern Middle School opened its doors in 1972 to 760 stutbeoperate until the fall of

1981 when reorganization once aglroughta change. As high school enrollment dropped

and several schools were closed, the school became Owensboro Middle School sefling all 6
and 7" graders in the District.

A grant fromthe Kentucky Crime Commission for an Alternative School in 18itdvedthe
system to open a program for students who were not successful in the typical setting for
emotional, social, cultural, or academic reasons. The progesmhoused irthe former
Franklin School and, latebeame the Choice High program.

Technology wa its infancy in the late 1930 Even handheld calculators were relatively

new to the classroom. Early computers were large and expensive with few available programs.
But, by 198, the junior high had a Computer Curriculum Corporai@@C-17) unit that had

6 terminals offering very basic math drills and practice programs.
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Record snowfalls shut down schaonow Days presented significant challenges when

students had to makgp those daysluring the winters of 1977 and 1978. In 1978, students

missed 13 days because of ice and snow. The unusual winter played such havoc with the
school calendar thapring break was used for makg days. The tradition of many OHS
studentsteachers and their families heading to Panama City for spring break made the
cancellation of the break an unpopular one that has often been recalled when talk turns to when
snow days will be made up from year to year.

Just 10 years after tl@PS populationgrowthclimaxed, Dr. Hilliard and the School Board

were faced with the need to close three older elementary schools, redistrict, and restructure the
schools. Enrollment dropped from a high of 7,734 in 1969 to 5,865 in 1977, a 24% decline.
Longfellow had closed in 1975.

The 198G

The 1988 brought a new alignment in the Distridihi s was a di fficult tin
history when a hundred years of growth peaked and a significant decline in student population
began because oflowerbh t h r ates (a national trend), resi
frozen boundaries, and diminishing residences in business areas made it necessary to reduce

staff and close three elementary schools.

James Elkins, OPS Community Relations Direatoril 98 0, expl ai ned t he di
parents and employees in aiss of articles that year. His articles paint a picture of difficult

decisions on the part of the school board and administrators as they experienced revenue cuts

and dipping enrollrant. Something had to be done to save the district financially.
Superintendent Hilliarddés proposal that Est es
$176,000 in operating expenses was rejecteddeAdo local income woes, a 138614%

inflation rate,dwindling federal dollars, Kentucky House Bill 44 that capped the tax rate, and
unfunded mandates meant a $439,224 loss in budgeted funds for 1981.

It was reported that the [Oplus$1B2i0a0tinGnstructianalt i nger
salarieghat would carry overtothe nextygaE |l ki ns wr ot e, AEXtremely

the winter could wipe out the $71 contingency
Paul 6 i s applicable to etfwittecdmingghesal aygamoney

During the 19841982 school year, it became more evident that to remain financially solvent,
the District would have to take drastic action. The Board decided to close three elementary
schools (those most in need of updatih@oodloe, Legand Lincoln.

Even more difficult than that was the realization that enrollment figures could not support the
size staff currently employed. Forty to fifty positions had to be cut and seniority guidelines
were established. Ask any board member or adtnator serving at that time and they will

likely say it was the hardest they had to face during their tenure.

The reorganization brought new opportunities. As older school buildings were closed, all
elementary students were served in wedlintainedmore efficient facilities. The six resulting
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elementary schools were Cravens, Estes, Foust, Newton Parrish, Seven Hllgtand The
two middle schools, Estes and Foust, beckmgge elementary schools and the intermediate
gradeswvereserved orwhatlater became thOMS and Owensboro-6 Center camys.

In 1982, the district developed a gigar strategic plan that provided a framework for
curriculum and achievemenWhile budget was an issue, quality of instruction remained high.

As part of the @organization, new staffs developed bonds in their new buildings. As part of the
realignmentProject Team (for students with multiple disabilities) was housed at Longfellow
following its closure as an elementary school and TMH (students with trainabtalme
disabilities) were housed at the thigtery Mattingly Building(Franklin building) Then, snce

Seven Hills Elementary School had only 120 students and was not cost efficient to continue to
operate, the Board decided to move the Project Team arish@fiastudents to the orstory

facility. The combined facility provided many opportunities for the interactivity of the
elementary students and students with special needs. That programezbfdma number of
yearsuntil 2005 before students wereapéd in other schools.

Streamlining operating costs allowed the District to make necessary improvements to buildings.
In January 1983, the school board let bids for air conditioning at OHS, SM®n andSeven
Hills. Air conditioning was a welconmeadition to all the schools.

The Computer Age was impacting the classro@tudents were being introduced to new
technology most often in a compute i | a b orechm®logy instrugtors at the timEom

Cox (OHS),John Beisel (OJHSNd Sharon Westaeld (OMS)were among the first to fully
understand the changes that computers were about ta®soools In 1983, Superintendent
Hilliard recommended that the board purchase 32 microcomputers that would include 26 for
OHS and 6 for the juniorhighft he Boar dodés $60, 000 computer pur
provided computers that had a 48,806rd memory. The high school got 12 additional
computers thatvere networkedo a teacher control board and used to teach computer literacy
and programming. Ahat time, OHS Principal Bill VanWinkle sited current statistic th
indicated that in five year§0 percent of the workforagould need computer skillSchool

video was in its infancy with just a few camcorders scattered throughout the 8chools
generallyhoused in the media center or used extensively by athletic teams.

In 1983, the district office got its first IBM System/34 that was to be used by the business
office and was expected to eventually handle attendance and student scheduiaity, three
terminals were installed at central officene for the bookkeeping office and one for Payroll
Clerk Jo Ann Fortner and Pupil Personnel Secretary Betty Davis. Superintendent Hilliard
expressed his plan to eventually have a terminal at each schbat stténdance information
could be entered daily. At that time, records were still done manually.

In an effort to serve all students, a program to identify gifted and talented students at the
elementary school gradesb3evel began during the 1988 school yeacoordinated by

elementary teacher/consultantAlon Penrod.By the 198182 school year, the program had

been expnded from 90 students in grade$ &includestudents in grades® Students were
typically #fApul | e dsrammsttodwonk With thdpeogranbetedigndol ar c | a
participate in that program was based on teacher nomination, achievement tests, the
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TorranceTest of Creativity, Renzulli Hartman Scale, and a student and parent inventory.

Grants to the district allowed tipeogram to be expanded to the secondary le&ehe North,
teacher/consultant, worked with 90 middle and junior high students in the expanded program.
Students in the gifted and talented program worked on creative thinking and psaiiiéemy

while secmdary students found themselfed r ai nst or mi ngo and devel op
Athinkingo skills.

Shelia Depp, Gifted and Talented Coordinator, recalls that in 1987, the elementary program
became seléontained with % and 8" grade students from acrosetdistrict attending classes

at Newton Parrish or Sutton elementary schoBlgthe mid199Gs with the 56 Center in

place, the sel€ontained classes at those two locations were discontinued.

Mrs. Depp explains that while early gifted and talentedises provided by OPS were

voluntary, todaystatelaw requires schools to serve gifted studefitsSer vi ce pl anso f
individuals set goals for each identified studehteas of identifiation are: general

intellectual specal academic aredsmath, sciene,language artsandsocial studies

leadership; creativity; and visual and performingdntsusic, art, dance, and dram@l/ithin

each school, gifted students are served through differentiated instruction, accelerated classes

and enrichment opportunitiesormal identification begins in the 4th grade, but primary

students who demonstrate potential in any of the aeasffered various tyg®f

differentiationto help them further develop their potential.

Owensboro waan early leader in adult educatioln 1975, the program had moved from a
small house to the Longfellow Building that had closed as an elementary sbh&6B2, Sue
Fariss was honored by the Kentucky Association for Continthgcation and the Kentucky
Community Education Associatidar her efforts to build OPS Adult Learning over ayiar
period from a total of 25 students to 472.

Dr. J. Frank Yeager (Superintendent from 1984 t01991) came to the District at a time when the
most recent reorganization was established and thereamaern that smaller sizaight mean

a loss in quality.He made it clear that was not the case. One of his primary focuses was on
instruction and the development of a mastery reading program. Many of the school buildings
were beginning to need to bedgted and he would see that all OPS schools were in good
condition during his tenure.

Dr. Yeager brought with him an interesting history. He had served as a Secret Service Agent
for President John Kennedy and left service under President Lyndon dabmsturn to the
education professiomNever one to back off from tough issues, he was a staunch advocate for
his school district, which could mean taking on the state from time to time on school issues.

On April 4, 1987, a fire severely damaged themarng of Owensboro High School and
caused extensive smoke damage to the entire school, includavgy renovated sectiaof the
building. The twestory north wing was sealed off for reconstruction. The rest of the building
underwent a thorough cleaig and deodorizing procesat allowed classes to continue.

In the 1988, Senior High's enrollment continued to decline as residential neighborhoods spread
outside the school di strictbés boundardi es. | r
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12)from a high of approximately 1,750 (grades1). In fall of 1989, the 9th grade class
became a part of the OHS campus bringing the enrollment back to more than 1,000.
The development in the 1980f more academic competitions throughout the region mhade
apparent that the Tradition of Excellence in instruction was ong@&dganced Placement
(AP) courses were introduced at OHS well before many schools were offering advanced
courses.Dr. Yeager kept his promise that declining enrollment would not raekatline in
excellence.

The 199G

All schools in Kentucky would undergo change as the provisions of the Kentucky Education
Reform Act (KERA) began toebimplemented in the early 1990The Mary Mitchell

Preschool for atisk 3- and 4yearolds was opegd inOctober 1990.State testing was
developed and finrtuned and a number of curriculum issueseaddressed. Technology
implementatiorcontinued to be ammportantfocus

The Family and Youth Resource Centers that were a component of the 1990r&fBRA

initiative fit easily into the caring and helping environment that already existed in the district.

The resource center concept gave schools a structure for helping students and families with a
number of needs. The centers provide a link to Gwero social service agencies as well as

other programs that assist students and famifies.t T a k e s [HoateE vyeornyeo nteodo E d

F

became a slogan of the school di strict at a
Rai se a Chinaldoouswas a nati o

Many of theofii {BERRatwweoaesbased on fibest pract:i
schools were already putting manytlebsepractices to work in its classrooms. But, there were

plenty of changes to be made for every school in the diateBill Chandler, Superintendent

from 19911997, undedokthe challenges presented to the school district with numerous

KERA changes and he also ovenrsa number of improvements.

The early 1998broughtconstruction of pavilions at Newton Parrisha@ns, and Sutton

elementary schools to allow more space for PE classes. Classrooms were also added at Newton
Parrish.

In the fall of 1990the district spent a million dollars on computer hardware and software to

bring schools into the technology agéomputer labgurnished with Tandy 1000 SL/E

computers and théostens Integrated Learning software at all elementary scmwuolsll as
morecomputer labs at OMS and Oki#re revolutionary additions to OPS schodier the

first time, computerswere@rv i di ng students with the entire
Multimedia Encyclopedia at the touch of a mouse. Students and teachers were fascinated with
the programbs ability to | et students see an
or a swimmingwvhale. Students could even hear samples of musical pieces or the sound an

ani mal makes. A compl et e viMedl250aglps8asy wordst e r me d

Who would have dreamed of Internet, SmartBoardsaiher technology commonplaieiay.
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Staff professional development became more important than ever in a changing educational
environment. While teachers were learning ways to integrate KERA testing requirements into
the curriculum, integrating areas of the arts into PE and other core tcombgects, learning

about portfolio writing, and being trained on the use of the newest technology to arrive in their
classrooms, bus drivers, lunchroom staff, and other support staff membeedseevatinely
receiving training in their areas of resganlities.

By the mid1996s OPS cafeterias were taking on a | ook
Acaf ®0 | ook at OMS and OHS and brighweley decor
created The menus were lightening up, too. New recipas treduced salt, sugar and fat

became standard in all the OPS cafeterias. But one thingptiittangét he st udent soé f
menu itend pizza.

The first ¢ omnauhelpstudentsiget eeady io foeback to0 school was held in the
summer of 1993 The annual Yellowbanks Craft Fest at Owensboro Middle School brought

huge crowd on a November weekend to browse the craft booths and putwesmupd

sometimes by the gallon. Kentucky Education Reform Act (KERS{ing wasn its third year
andfiml 'y being understood a bit better. The t
AApprentice, 0 and ANoviceO were becoming mor e

In the fall of 1994 the use of all tobacco products by students, employees and visitors was

prohibited on school gumds. Gone were the days of smoking areas by the back door and
smokingint he t eachersé | ounges. Bl ock scheduling
with four 83minute periods a day providing students apxiod load, rotating on a three

week cyte. The complicated schedwdgolved over the next few years into a mauobre

refinedblock scheduling system that continues today.

In 1995, it was necessary to move the Mary Mitchell Preschool, first into several elementary
school buildings, them 1997 into its new facilityy the Hager Preschool. The move allowed
the District to create the Owensbor® Eenter to house allmnd 6" graders so that the

middle school facility would be less crowded as would the elementary schools.

Beginning in the 1998996 school year, the district configuration was: Cravens, Estes, Foust,
Newton Parrish, Seven Hills and Sutton,-Bahool through % grade; Owensboro-6 Center,

5" and 8" grades; OMS, 7and & grades; OHS, gradesI®. Mattingly School, the

Alternative School at Choice, TEAM, and Homebound programs contmuel as they had
been. The Mattingly, Choice and TEAM programs became integrated into other school
locations throughout thBistrict within the next few years. Several community and OHS
programs would continue to be housed at Longfellow.

In 1996, $6.2 million in building renovations added a 7,600 square footéttite-art media

center, television broadcast studio, remodeled guidance and front offices, telephones in
classrooms, computeailds, and science rooms at OHS. Though most OPS schools were getting
some age on them, all buildings continued to be updated and new technology added to keep
them all in excellent condition.
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Under the guidance of Dr. Carolyn McGaughey, Superintendemt 9972001, significant
emphasis was placed on development of a more comprehensive-digtedtne arts focus,
kindergarten became a fudhy program, and the district adopted an alternative calendar to
reduce learning gaps. Initially, the alternatoalendar met with some resistance because it

would shorten the summer break, even though it would add a fall break and increase the length
of other breaks. Intercession classes and activities began to be offered during the breaks. As
students and thefamilies and employees became accustomed to the routine breaks, the
calendar became very popular and, when the ty®ae pilot period ended, the calendar was

kept by popular consensus.

Dr. McGaughey was a voice for the arts that set a plan in plateeféuture development of a

much greater arts programroughoutheDistrict. Music teacher Julie White was selected to

fill a new position as Fine and Performing Afsecialist In 1999 under her direction, the first
annual OPS Fine Arts Festival wataged at the RiverPark Center. The-inght festival

showcased the talents of more than 1,200 students in the areas of choral music, band, orchestra,
dance, drama, and the visual arts. The series of events were an immediate success. The
festival hasobecome an annual event. Dr. McGaughey also commissioned the creation of an Art
Bus that traveled from school to school providing additional art resources to students. Since

that time, the fine arts program has continued to grow.

The 200G

The Owensbro Public Schools serve approximatel$0Q students 2. Facilities include a
preschool for at risk-3and 4year olds, 5 elementary schools,"a@8' grade center, a"78™"

grade middle school, one high school, and al2ih grade alternative scHoAll facilities are
well maintained and have undergone renovation in recent years with technology as a major
focus in the process.

The Owensboro Public Schools have built on its tradition of excellence to continue to address
every studerit seeds. Fom an extensive high school AP program to an outstanding preschool
for atrisk students, the District provides its studenthwkcellent educational opportunities
delivered by highly qualified and caring faculty and staff.

A $1.8 million grantfromthé&) . S. Depart ment of Education estz¢
21%' Century Learning Centers. Additional centeereadded and funding allcsd for

numerous academic and enrichment programs. A few months later, the district again received

good newsvhen an elementary counselor griort$1.16 million to be spread over a thiysar

periodwas received The school district benefits from a number of grants year in and year out

that go beyond what would be funded by regular revenue.

In July 2001, Dr. larry Vick was hired as Superintendent. TDhstrict was facing difficult

financial times as the state continuededuce funding and mandated initiatives continued to

take more and more of t h epentheneéxtrtwogda@sding i nanci &
thesystenmthrough the process of reorganizing the District office, state and federal funding

cuts, maximizing financialresaeg s, i ncreasing teachersod sal ari
coordinators in each school, abpeganooking at improvements to ¢thigh school. By 2004,
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theDistrict had once again overcome significant hurdles to get to the point where it could move
ahead.

Dr. Vick and the school board turned their attention to future needs of the district. The area of
greatest need was Owensbdligh School. While it has been beautifully maintained, as have

all OPS schools, it lacked sufficient space for a number of class and extracurricular activities.

A new school gymnasium and exyled fine and performing arts facilities were badly needed

on the high school grounds. The Board began working with the architectural firm of Sherman
CarterBarnhartPSCfrom Lexington to design an addition thatiwneet those needs for years

to come. I n the summer of 20 0s/State Bdare gréheech t u c k y
approval to movehead with the project design and building of the addition wotistruction

getting underway in the summerz008.

In 2005, the District added Shifley Pdddts sports facilities through a unique partnership with

the City of Owensboro, who owthe park. Seven Hills Elementary School was converted to

an alternative school artde elementary studentgho attended thre were divided between

Estes and Newton Parrish. The rezoning was the result of declining embdhSeven Hills

and the need for more space at the high school as well as the opportunity to develop alternative
programs that would encourage the success of struggling students.

Another innovatiorprovidesfor all elementary school studertsreceivelessons in Spanish

and in piano keyboarding. Brain research supports the link between music and improved
reading, math, social studies and motor skil/
most readily learn a second language is at the elenyesaiaool age.

OPS fitness initiatives have earned a national 2004 Magna Award frohmiésecan School

Boards Journal The Fit for Life cardiovascular fithess program in the Owensb@Bnter,
Owensboro Middle School and Owensboro High School; thenlieaSwim program for all
oPS¥grader s; Newt on Parrish El ementary School
elementary students also gained front page attention@®A Todayn December 2004 and

from the Kentucky Educational Television netwank2005. In the summer of 2005, the

district received a grant that would place fithness equipment in every elementary school.

The District has continued to put an emphasis on fine arts. In the spring of 2005, the
Owensboro Board of féarohingcAdstProgran® wereHecogerizedwitla P e r
Kentucky School Boards Association PEAK (Public Education Achieves in Kentucky) Award.
The Owensboro Board of Education supports the Arts in a way that few school boards do. The
result is making a significalifference to OPS studentén annualFine and Performing Arts

Festival at the RiverPark Center showcases more than 1,000 students in choral and instrumental
music, drama, dance and visual arts.

The district funds a certified music teacher in every elgary school andasYamaha piano

labs ineachelementarypuilding. The21st Century Program offers art clubs, drama clubs and
dance clubs which are filled to capacity. E v
chorusthat performs as a distrigtide elementary chorus at the annual fine arts festival.

Instrumental music instruction (band and orchestra) at OPS begins in fifth grade. OPS

performance groups are well respected throughout the 2&8groups are selected to
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perform consistentlytdhe state Kentucky Music Educators Convention, and The Center
Chorus has performed on the national and international level.

The Owensboro High School Rose Curtain Players is the oldest high school theatre group in the
state. Anormal seasonforthermcl udes a Shakespeare play, a |
theatre tour, and several other plays. This would not be possible without early learning

experiences in dramzeginningat our 56 Center and middle schodDPSdrama students are

given opportnities to perform at school venues and at RiverPark Centiee amnual OPS

Fine Arts Festivahowin its 11" year Dance instruction in OPS schsalot only takes place

in afterschool dance clubs, but it is integrated into the physical educatiooutuim.

I nstructors have been given professional deve
teachers on how to develop the psychomotor and the affective domain through movement

activities. OPS students look forward to dance instruction and aneabed each year when

every school in the district provides a fully choreographed presentatioeFane Arts Festival

at RiverPark Center. This event has become s
hold the audience.

Community Arts partnahipsexistwith the symphony, performing arts center, art museum, art

guild, TWO (local drama troupe), IBMM (International Bluegrass Music Musgstigice

museum and local colleget 2004, RiverParkCenter purchasea canvasrtwork developed

by Esteslementary school children for $1,000 to hangshobby. Daviess County Fiscal

Court has commissiongtde OHS art team to provide arork for their building. The list goes

on. But, the bottom |line is t hanhandngtte Boar d 0 s
lives of thousands of young peopletlims community in a way that is unique in light of budget

restraints andwrriculum demandsOPSmakesthe Arts regularly accessible to all students so

that they, in turn, can regularly &ss the Artshteir entire lives.

Owensboro Public School sd students take top s
Owensboro High School produces GoStasrandor 6 s Scf
National Merit Finalists, as well as students outstandingany areasAcademically, OPS

students are competitive on regional, state and national levels. TB&&00r Class was

offered more than®million in scholarships to various universities. Graduates excel in the

finest colleges and universities. TRese Curtain Players continue to put OHS in the spotlight.

In August of 2007, they made their first appearance abroad when they performed by invitation

at the Fringe Festival in Edinburgh, Scotland.

TheOwensboro Public School Distribas beemlesignae d as an AExempl ary Gr
for making significant gains toward their goals according to results from the Kentucky Core

Content Test (KCCT) released by the Kentucky Department of Educatérrihe past two

years. The District has met all NCLB @gluate Yearly Progress goals each year through. 200

Student progress is tracked with online Measures of Academic Progress testing.

OHS has 92 athletic state team championship titles to its credit, with the most recent team

championship coming to OH8 June 20Bwh en t he Girl s6 Track Team
Owensboro High School has one of the most successful athletic programs in Kentucky.
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The Owensboro High School $2nillion expansion to accommodaagrowing fine arts
program and to add additional atideiacilitieswas completed in 2010nstructional League
for OPS elementary (grades63 boys and girlshatprovides fredeague teams in soccer,
volleyball, basketball, softball, and baselvedls introduced in the fall of 2007.

Students and teachdrave numerous technology tools in classrooms including Classroom
Performance SystesnSmart Boards, Airliners, UtedStreaming videos, and muctore.
Wireless access is being added throughout OPS buildBigslents are performing online
research usindhe Kentucky Virtual Library and other Web site%s.$5 million technology plan
was adopted in the spring of 2010, which will provide significant staff training and digital
lesson development as well as computer equipment.

OwensbordPublic School teachersceive high level and ongoing professional development on
technology as well as current educational issues. Curriculum and instruction are ever changing
to meet student needs.

For more information about Owensboro Public Schools, visit the Distribtsite at
www.Owensboro.kyschools.us

Owensboro High School ribbon cutting on August 8, 2010 for $23 million fine arts and gym additions
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